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Mission & Vision

Potential Energy’s mission is to make cooking safe for women 

in Africa. 

We do this by working through partners to deploy advanced 

cooking and energy technologies while applying rigorous and 

scientific impact monitoring to everything we do.
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2014

A year of

Growth

Dear Friends of Potential Energy,
 

When you get home at night and begin preparing dinner, what happens?  Do you check 

the refrigerator, put a pot of water on the stove, start chopping vegetables?  If you are like 

me, you might read the paper or catch up with family.  These basic tasks are so simple. Of 

course the lights turn on, clean water runs when we turn on the 

tap, and the stovetop lights.

 

Since joining Potential Energy, my nightly cooking ritual hasn’t changed, but my experi-

ence of it has. Each day I think more about how this very task is lived for so many women 

around the world; its a process thats expensive, is full of smoke, and can take hours.  When 

I think about why, here at Potential Energy, we do the work we do, I think about the stark 

differences in the experience of cooking around the world. And I want to change that.

 

At Potential Energy we make cooking safe for women in Africa.  2014 was a year of great 

growth, with many exciting changes. With our partners, we have now reached nearly ¼ mil-

lion people and distributed or sold over 40,000 stoves in Darfur. We expanded to Ethiopia, 

kicked off our rigorous impact study, and conducted in-depth field research in six new 

countries.  This field research has led to new and innovative programming that is now un-

derway in Uganda and Burkina Faso.

 

We couldn’t do our work without your support, and we are grateful for all that you - our 

community - do to enable the impact we create.  So thank you, and thanks for a great year.

Warm Regards,

 
 

Michelle Kreger

Executive Director
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Our

Team

Michelle Kreger 

Maika Hemphill

Omnia Abbas

Debra Stein

Javier Rosa

Tom Meshishnek

Daniel Wilson

Hilawe Lakew

Angeli Kirk

Ruth Katz

Amanda Kwan

Mark Bonney
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Our

Collaborators
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Highlights 2014

Launched fellows 
program to explore 3 countries

Expanded to 2 new 

regions in Darfur

Over 15 million meals 

were cooked with a Berkeley 

Darfur Stove

Started a rigorous impact study in Ethiopia 
utilizing heat sensors and mobile surveys

¼ million people have 

a Berkeley-Darfur stove in their 

home
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Our

Impact

Energy Access: Over 

2/3 of Sub Saharan 

Africans do not have 

access to safe and clean 

energy.  

Environment: Traditional fires are dangerous 

and inefficient, releasing carbon into the atmo-

sphere and contributing to deforestation.

Poverty: Families across Sub-Saharan Africa 

spend large portions of their income own fuel.  

Clean cookstoves mean more money for sav-

ings, education, and nutrition.

Health: Women, children, and families exposed 

to harmful smoke from dirty traditional fires 

are put at risk every day.  Smoke from these 

fires cause COPD, pneumonia, stroke, and nu-

merous other diseases.

Women: Women are the primary cooks for families in Sub Saharan Africa, 

with up to 3 hours per day spent on daily meals.  Clean cookstove technol-

ogy saves them time, energy, money and can even save their lives.
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Meet Fatima!

Fatima is a young mother who lives in 

Darfur, a Potential Energy Client.  Fati-

ma received her stove 2012 and has 

used it every day since. 

As head cook of her household, Fatima 

takes on great responsibility and effort 

to feed her family, making the family’s 

morning tea, breakfast, afternoon tea, 

lunch, afternoon coffee, and dinner. 

While it saves her money, Fatima is 

most impressed by how fast her stove 

cooks - relieving her from hours she 

might have spent over a dangerous, in-

efficient traditional fire.

In addition to making her family meals, 

Fatima now has the time to use her 

stove to prepare traditional sweets (seen 

here in the picture) made from sugar, 

flour and sesame or peanuts. With an 

entrepreneurial spirit, Fatima sells the 

finished sweets -  bringing in extra in-

come for herself and her family.
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Thank you, 
Huda!

Potential Energy works with local part-

ners to assemble and distribute stoves in 

Darfur, Sudan.   Representing Sustain-

able Action Group (SAG), a local NGO, 

Huda Ahmadeya works with Potential 

Energy to bring safe energy to women 

throughout the region.

Originally from El Fashir in North Dar-

fur, Huda studied Physics and Mather-

matics in Sudan’s capital city, Khartoum.  

Returning home, Huda began volun-

teering with SAG and Potential Energy 

to distribute stoves in different Darfu-

ri Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) 

camps.

Before long, SAG recognized Huda’s 

leadership and quickly positioned her 

to manage the stove project at SAG’s 

headquarters in El Fashir.  Now Poten-

tial Energy’s #1 liason, we are proud 

and excited to feature her in our Annual 

Report.  Thank you, Huda!
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Recognition

“World-class science and technology, applied to big problems of 

the people at the base of the global economic pyramid, can help 

improve their lives.”
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Finance
Source of  Revenue

Government
Individual & Corporate Donations
Foundations
Earned Income
In-kind

Functional Expenses

Program Services
Fundraising
Management & General

$450,000
$41,934
$83,825
$6,500
$74,294

$440,209
$53,250
$132,426

Assets

Cash
Receivables
Prepaid Expenses

Liabilities

Liabilities
Net Assets

$308,988
$31,001
$18,514

$47,624
$310,879

Total Revenue

Total Expenses

Total Assets Total Liabilities      
& Net Assets

$625,885

$656,553

$358,503
$358,503

program 
services

fundraising

management & 
General
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